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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The amendments, filed 01/05/2006, have been entered and made of record. In view of 
the Applicants' amendment to the title, the objection to the title is hereby withdrawn. Claims 1- 
14 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 06/13/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In re pages 4 and 5, Applicant states "Katayama fails to disclose "a mute section for 
muting the first audio signal which is output from the audio signal switch section when the audio 
signal section switches the second signal to the first audio signal as recited in claim 1 ." 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. The present application claim 1 recites a 
mute section for muting the first audio signal which is output from the audio signal switch 
section when the audio signal switch section switches the second audio signal to the first audio 
signal. The cited 'first' audio signal in the present application is disclosed in Katyama as a 
'second' audio signal. When the user requested switching from first audio signal to second audio 
signal (second audio signal to first audio signal in the present application), both the first and 
second audio channels are muted in the time interval of tl0-t20 (see fig. 6). The audio output of 
audio channel 2 is outputted at t20 (see col. 8 lines 1-9). The second audio signal will be 
outputted after the user instructed the switching section to out put the signal and the muting state 
occurs after the user switched the channel (after tlO) (see col. 7 lines 30-48 and col. 1 1 lines 47- 
64). 
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In re page 4, Applicant states "An exemplary advantage of this claimed limitation is that 
the audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus (usable to reproduce audio signals 
having different volume levels) prevents an audio signal having a different volume level from the 
previously reproduced audio signal from being output. For example, this prevents the user from 
feeling uncomfortable/ Katayama fails to recognize this advantage, and consequently, fails to 
address 

3. In response, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. A recitation of the intended use of the 
claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the 
prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior 
art structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

5. Claims 1-12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Katayama (US Pat. No. 5,91 5,066). 

Regarding claim 1, Katayama discloses an audio and video recording and reproduction 
apparatus, comprising: 

an audio signal switch section (system controller (15), gain controller (18) in fig. 9) for 
outputting one of a first audio signal having a first volume level (amplitude) and a second audio 
signal having a second volume level by a switching operation (see col. 6 lines 40-44 and col. 7 
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lines 24-48. After the channel is switched (first audio signal by second audio signal, the 
amplitude is controlled by the gain controller); and 

a mute section for muting the first audio signal which is output from the audio signal 
switch section when the audio signal switch section switches the second audio signal to the first 
audio signal (see col. 6 lines 33-37 and col. 1 1 lines 46-64). 

Regarding claim 2, Katayama discloses the mute section mutes the second audio signal 
which is output from the audio signal switch section when the audio signal switch section 
switchesthe first audio signal to the second audio signal (see col. 7 lines 59-67). 

Regarding claim 3, Katayama discloses the first audio signal includes an external audio 
signal (see col. 9 lines 36-42). 

Regarding claim 4, Katayama discloses the first audio signal includes an audio signal 
reproduced from an audio and video recording and reproduction medium (see col. 8 lines 53-60, 
the software). 

Regarding claim 5, Katayama discloses the second audio signal includes an audio signal 
reproduced from an audio and video reproduction-only medium (see col. 14 lines 15-25). 

Regarding claim 6, Katayama discloses the second audio signal includes an audio signal 
reproduced from an audio reproduction-only medium (see col. 14 lines 33-44). 

Regarding claim 7, Katayama discloses the first audio signal includes an external audio 
signal (see col. 9 lines 36-42 or claim rejection 3 above), 

the second audio signal is reproduced from a reproduction-only medium (see col. 14 lines 
15-25 and col. 14 lines 33-34) , 
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the first volume level of the first audio signal and the second volume level of the second 
audio signal are different from each other (see col. 7 lines 24-48. The gain controller controls the 
amplitude level for each audio), 

the audio and video recording and reproduction apparatus has a reproduction mode for 
reproducing the second audio signal from the reproduction-only medium and a stop mode for 
stopping^the reproduction of the second audio signal from the reproduction-only medium (see 
col. 7 lines 57-67 and col. 1 1 lines 47-64) and 

the audio signal switch section switches the second audio signal to the first audio signal 
when the reproduction mode is switched to the stop mode (see col. 8 lines 3-9). 

Regarding claim 8, Katayama discloses a video switch section for outputting a first video 
signal corresponding to the first audio signal or a second video signal 

corresponding to the second audio signal by a switching operation (see col. 1 1 lines 3-1 1 
and 47-64 and fig. 18). 

Regarding claim 9, Katayama discloses the first video signal includes an external video 
signal (see col. 9 lines 37-46, VOBU) 

Regarding claim 1 0, Katayama discloses the first video signal includes a video signal 
reproduced from an audio and video recording and reproduction medium (see col. 8 lines 53-60). 

Regarding claim 11, Katayama discloses the second video signal includes a video signal 
reproduced from an audio and video reproduction-only medium (see col. 14 lines 15-25). 

Regarding claim 12, Katayama discloses the second video signal includes a still picture 
signal reproduced from a still picture signal medium (see col. 1 1 lines 3-12 sub-picture). 
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Regarding claim 14, Katayama discloses the second video signal includes a still picture 
signal reproduced from a still picture medium (see col. 9 lines 21-30 and col. 12 lines 15-23), 
and the video switch section outputs the still picture signal when the mute section mutes the first 
audio signal (see col. 10 line 65-col. 1 1 line 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Katayama. 
Regarding claim 13, although Katayama does not specifically teach audio and video 

recording and reproduction apparatus has a reproduction mode for reproducing the third video 
signal from the audio and video reproduction-only medium and a stop mode for stopping the 
reproduction of the third video signal from the audio and video reproduction-only medium, 
Katayama does teach the second video signal includes a third video signal reproduced from the 
audio and video reproduction-only medium (see col. 14 lines 15-25) and a still picture signal 
reproduced from a still picture signal medium (see col. 14 lines 4-14). Katayama further teaches 
the video signal switch section switches the third video signal to the still picture signal when the 
reproduction mode is switched to the stop mode (see col. 10 line 65-col. 1 1 line 11). Official 
Notice is given that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to reproduce a sub clip from a clip in editing system in order to use it as 
many times as the user wants. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571) 272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Q. Tran can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be (Obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Helen Shibru 
March 8, 2006 



